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Dr Manjusha Shelke, founder of Rechargion Energy, is developing indigenous solutions 
for battery storage, advancing battery technologies beyond Li-ion, focusing on 
Li-Sulphur, Sodium-ion, and Li/Na-metal batteries. Her recent participation in the 
International Energy Agency (IEA)'s 2024 Ministerial Meeting highlighted Rechargion 
Energy Private Limited's groundbreaking work in developing and commercialising 
sodium-ion batteries. Social Alpha’s seed investment in Rechargion underscores the 
critical role these batteries will play in the global energy transition efforts to combat 
climate change.

Dr Manjusha Shelke Is Developing an Indigenous Alternative for Lithium-Ion Batteries

Saloni Godbole Tewari is a microbiologist turned Entrepreneur and founded Occamy 
Bioscience Pvt Limited in 2018. Occamy manufactures first of a kind protein supplements 
for livestock animals from agri-waste products and microbiological interventions.
They have increased income of 5,000+ dairy farmers by 3x, improved health of 10,000+ 
livestock and enabled production of nutritionally higher quality milk. It’s been 
challenging for Saloni to be among the few women founders in the animal husbandry or 
dairy industry where results take time to show. Social Alpha has supported Occamy in 
testing, deploying and iterating the products on field.  

Saloni Ventures Into the Dairy Industry and Increases Livelihoods of Farmers by 3X

Saumya Rawat, founder of Ekosight understands that agriculture practices and soil 
quality can vastly impact the outcomes at farms. Her mission is to equip every farmer 
with a comprehensive understanding of their soil quality. They have deployed 10 devices 
across 20 districts, conducting comprehensive soil tests on over 1,500 samples, providing 
farmers with accurate and reliable test results as compared to external labs. The impact 
has been remarkable, with a 20% increase in yield and a 30% reduction in input costs 
reported by farmers who followed Ekosight's recommendation reports. 

Agri-Economist Turned Soil Scientist, Saumya Rawat Shows Farmers the Impact
of Soil Quality Monitoring

Click here

To know more about Rechargion Energy

Click here

To know more about Occamy

Click here

To know more about Ekosight

Smita Rakesh, Partner and Head of Climate and Sustainability at Social Alpha, recently 
participated in the IEA Energy Innovation Forum in Paris. At the forum, Smita, Fatih Birol, 
Bill Gates, Jim Skea, Amanda Wilson, and Timur Gül, among others, spoke about the 
critical role of innovation in achieving the world's climate goals by 2050.

Smita Rakesh, Partner and Vice President, Social Alpha at the IEA Energy Innovation Forum in Paris

Social Alpha’s Smita Rakesh Calls for Catalysing More Innovations in Clean Energy
at IEA Energy Innovation Forum In Paris

Dr Kshama Kothari, the Head of Health and Wellness at Social Alpha, on 22nd February 
launched the Pfizer INDovation: NIPER-A Edition in collaboration with the Department
of Pharmaceuticals, NITI Aayog and National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and 
Research Ahmedabad in Delhi. This program aims to advance healthcare accessibility by 
supporting start-ups developing high-quality and affordable diagnostic devices.

Dr Kshama Kothari Launches Pfizer Indovation Along With Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Govt of India, in Delhi, to Support Healthcare Start-Ups

TAKING
THE LEAD 1/5

Click here

To watch the full video

Click here

To know more

PadCare Labs has developed a groundbreaking chemo-mechanical process to recycle 
used sanitary pads, turning them into valuable resources. By engaging in a circular 
economy and closing the loop on menstrual waste, they are creating a ripple effect of 
change. Besides benefiting the environment, they also contribute to the empowerment 
of women, by employing women waste pickers. 

Padcare Labs' Trailblazing Journey in Menstrual Waste Management

Pragmatech is driving a significant impact in the fight against cervical cancer, a disease 
that continues to be a major threat to women's health in India. Pragmatech has 
developed Cervicheck, a self-sampling and screening kit that enables women to collect 
samples for screening in the comfort and privacy of their homes. With less than 2% of 
Indian women currently undergoing cervical cancer screening, Cervicheck has the 
potential to significantly increase screening rates and ensure early detection, which is 
crucial for easier and more affordable treatment. 

Pragmatech's Cervicheck Pioneers Self-sampling For Cervical Cancer Screening
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START-UP
SHOUT-OUT! 

Click here

To know more about PadCare Labs

Doto Health’s fetal monitoring device is making healthcare accessible for women 
everywhere, especially in hard-to-reach areas. Their technology has empowered over 
1,500 nurses to provide care to 250,000+ mothers across 15 states and 1,000 villages, 
proving that distance and location should not limit access to quality healthcare. Doto has 
also enabled clinic and hospital staff to conduct advanced fetal and labour monitoring, 
with more than 485,000 tests being performed.

Doto Health - Support for 250,000+ Mothers With Quality Pregnancy Care Through
Fetal Monitoring

Click here

To know more about Doto Health
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FOUNDER
SPOTLIGHT

Ahead of Women’s Day, we have dived into Social Alpha’s portfolio of 300+ start-ups and 
end-users, looking for stories of grit and inspiration. The easy part was finding many, the hard part 
was to whittle the list down for this newsletter. 
 

From 72 year old Jyoti Thyagarajan, who has created an app with content that helps train/upskill 
thousands of teachers to Manjusha Shelke who will potentially change the way India looks
at battery storage to Jayashree Chambar who is now no longer a waste picker but is formally 
employed by one of our start-ups and training and inspiring many more women like her,
the stories were endless yet one more inspiring than the next.
 

Social Alpha looks for, identifies, nurtures, supports, and enables women changemakers across 
the spectrum. And we lead by example; Smita Rakesh, Partner at Social Alpha, was recently 
invited to the IEA Energy Innovation Forum in Paris.
 

Within the Indian start-up ecosystem women entrepreneurs are pushing the envelope and 
tackling some of the toughest challenges faced by our people and planet. There is an increasing 
number of women-led start-ups using Al (artificial intelligence), machine learning, material 
sciences, biotechnology etc. to offer new-age solutions for diverse sectors. It’s no surprise that 4 of 
our 5 latest investments are led by women working across waste water management to material 
science to eldercare. 
 

Enabling equal opportunity for women in entrepreneurship and innovation is not just a matter of 
fairness, but a path to achieving a more gender-diverse and equitable economy, spearheading 
the transformational change towards the vision for Viksit Bharat or Developed India by 2047.
 

In this special edition of our newsletter, we have curated some of the stories of women from
our family, our founders, our customers, and more, that truly inspired us.

44% OF THE SOCIAL ALPHA PORTFOLIO IS
LED BY WOMEN - HERE'S WHY

P.S. : All women featured across this newsletter have played a part in Social Alpha’s journey so far and have
inspired us to do what we do.

For any media enquires or further information, reach out to us at communications@socialalpha.org

 Aathira Jayaraj
Director – Communications

Click here

To know more about Samsara Paediacare

Click here

To know more about Meghshala

Click here

To know more about Tellus Habitat

Click here

To learn more about Samarth 

Click here

To know more about Samakhya

Click here

To know more about JSP Enviro

Jyoti Thyagarajan, a 72-year-old retired teacher who dedicated over 40 years of her life
to teaching children, is the founder of Meghshala, one of Social Alpha’s earliest portfolio 
companies. Their mobile app provides government school teachers with lessons put 
together keeping in mind India’s cultural diversity and multilingual societies with 
contemporary, contextual examples that immediately stick in the child’s mind. Meghshala 
has reached over 15,000 teachers, creating more than 10,000 lessons for 5,700+ schools. Now, 
Meghshala
has embarked on a project in the state of Sikkim, focusing on developing e-content for 
teachers in the indigenous languages of Lepcha, Nepali, Bhutia, and Limbu. 

Teacher Challenges Status-quo: Empowering 15,000+ Government School Teachers

Recognising the value of water as a resource, and its depleting availability, Tellus Habitat, 
co-founded by Dr Seema Sukhani is on a mission to enable the safe treatment and re-use 
of municipal sewage. With a PhD from the Indian Institute of Science, Dr Seema has 
co-developed an energy and cost efficient decentralised waste water treatment system 
that produces water which can be used for various non-potable purposes such as 
horticulture, maintenance of roads, and pavements. The system is powered by a 
process-led innovation, and enables reduced dependence on ground and freshwater 
sources.

Tellus Habitat – Safe Treatment and Reuse of Municipal Waste Water

Inspired by her own need to take care of her parents, Anuradha Das Mathur, co-founded 
Samarth, an elder care management platform in 2016.  Samarth, a leading senior citizen 
organisation provides seniors with personalised care and support from compassionate 
caregivers. Samarth's comprehensive platform addresses issues of loneliness, safety 
concerns, inadequate health monitoring, and limited emergency response for seniors 
living independently. Currently serving over 30,000 seniors in 97 towns and cities, Samarth 
is at the forefront of enhancing the lives of our senior citizens. 

Samarth Life Management – Providing Personalised Care to Elders

Prerna Agarwal stands as the visionary behind Samakhya Sustainable Alternatives. With a 
history spanning four decades, the Urmul Seemant Samiti (USS) has been dedicated to 
uplifting nomadic pastoral communities across 300 villages straddling the border regions 
of India and Pakistan. 32 million out of the 40 million tonnes of wool fibres generated by 
the pastoral communities were being thrown away as waste. Prerna developed MAGRA 
sheep wool (indigenous natural fibers) through material innovation which provide 15-18% 
improved thermal insulation and 20-30% improved acoustic insulation from this waste.
The sustainable building insulation materials are made in the form of felting sheets, batts 
and rolls. Today, MAGRA supports 360 pastoralists, yielding 8,400 kgs of wool in 
Rajasthan's Bikaner and Jodhpur districts. Additionally, in Jodhpur and Bikaner, women in 
9 villages gain sustainable livelihoods through upskilling in sheep-related tasks.

Samakhya Sustainable Alternatives – Breathing Life Into Waste From Pastoral
Communities

Being from the textile manufacturing and processing belt in Tamil Nadu, Dr 
Priyadharshini Mani, co-founder of JSP Enviro has seen first-hand, the environmental 
impact of the industry, particularly on water resources. With a PhD from the University of 
Westminster, she has co-developed a microbial fuel cell-based wastewater treatment 
system, designed to make the secondary treatment of waste water more energy and cost 
efficient, not just for textiles, but industries whose waste water has high organic loads. 
Through this system, JSP Enviro, co-led by Dr Priya aims to solve an important and urgent 
challenge related to the availability of water resources, while providing cost effective 
solutions that enable adoption and reduce environmental consequences.

JSP Enviro – Efficient Treatment of Industrial Waste Water

Nameeta Sohoni, the Founder of Samsara Paediacare, has developed Boond, a RedDot 
award-winning infant feeder, designed to help cleft babies feed safely from birth through 
milestone surgeries, while adhering to medical guidelines. With Social Alpha’s incubation 
and venture development support, Boond has currently impacted over 400 families, 
especially in underserved communities.              

Nameeta Sohoni's Mission to Normalise Cleft Care Impacts Over 400 Babies

Click here

To know more about Pragmatech’s Cervicheck

At Social Alpha, we are on a mission to drive Economic Growth, Social Justice and 
Climate Action through the power of Entrepreneurship and Market-creating 
Innovations. We will always remain a Work in Progress as we strive to enable meaningful 
impact through the work we do.

Join our mission and reach out to us through our new application link for efficient 
responses and relevant feedback.

Connect with us
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INVESTING IN THE UNCONVENTIONAL 
OUR LATEST INVESTMENTS 

From L:R - Dr Chintan Vaishnav Mission Director, Atal Innovation Mission, Shri Arunish Chawla,
  Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ms Meenakshi Nevatia, Managing Director,

   Pfizer Limited, Sharad Goswami, Global Affairs, Pfizer Limited, along with Dr Kshama Kothari, Director,
    Social Alpha, at Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt of India on the launch of Pfizer INDovation:

      NIPER A edition.

Meet Ms Jayshree Chambar, the first informal waste worker employed at Ashaya, a part of 
Social Alpha's Circular Economy portfolio, focusing on converting chips packets to 
lifestyle products. Jayshree transitioned from a cleaning job and now handles shredding, 
washing, and early processing of waste at Ashaya. Through her dedication and training, 
Jayshree has mastered her tasks and has become a valuable trainer for new employees. 
This has led to a 3x increase in her income.

Ashaya’s Jayshree Chambar: From Being an Informal Waste Worker to a Skilled Trainer

Ms Anushka Rasam, a 47-year-old woman from Munga Village, Maharashtra, and her 
husband, a fisherman, would often face challenges in selling leftover fish at lower rates due to 
spoilage, despite having a grid-supported refrigerator for power outages. The installation of 
Social Alpha portfolio company DDSolar’s Refrigerator has enabled her to store leftover fish 
safely for the next day, significantly increasing their shelf life, volume, and sales. Their total 
monthly income has increased from INR 15,000 to INR 25,000 ($185 to $310), with additional 
savings of INR 3,000 to INR 4,000 ($35 to $50) per month on spoilage of fish and ice slabs.

Anushka Rasam’s Cool Power Move With DDSolar Refrigerator Boosts Her Income 

Ms Purnima Dhurua, a 35-year-old woman farmer from Deormal Village, Sundergarh, Odisha, 
owns a 2-acre farm where she grows chillies. Since her land holding is close to the jungle, she 
often has wild monkeys rampaging through her farm, destroying her crop. This year she had 
started spraying her farm with Herboliv+, a 100% natural animal repellent made by Mivipro, a 
Social Alpha portfolio company. Since then, she has noticed that the incidence of attacks from 
animals has gone down significantly and there are no pests or diseases in the crops. She has 
now recommended Herboliv+ to her neighbouring farms in the village.

Purnima Saves Her Chillies From Monkey Rampage

Click here

To know more about Ashaya

Click here

To know more about Mivipro

Click here

To learn more about DDSolar
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STORIES OF 
CHANGE

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/theme
https://youtu.be/Rn3j88-N7EQ?si=ZMOH9eRtL3YL07DI
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2024/02/27/dcm3-pfizer-limited.html
https://www.rechargion.com/
https://www.occamy.in/
https://www.ekosight.com/
https://samsarapaediacare.com/
https://www.meghshala.online/
https://www.tellushabitat.com/
https://samarth.community/
https://samakhya.com/
https://www.jspenviro.com/
https://caremother.in/
https://ashaya.in/impact/
https://ddsolar.in/
https://www.miviproproducts.com/
https://www.padcarelabs.com/
https://pragmatech.co.in/cervicheck/
https://airtable.com/appN0O6eJDN92rZgZ/shrPAA1CAPXuo847b
https://www.linkedin.com/company/social-alpha
https://www.instagram.com/socialalpha_in
https://twitter.com/SocialAlphaIN
https://www.socialalpha.org



